June 2019
Summer edi on

Newsle er
1

Inside this edi on



Items of Interest

Pages 3‐4

Lovin’ Lewiston
June Events


City Administrator

Pages 5

Ed Barre



Execu ve Oﬃce
Mayor
Kristen Clou er





207.513.3121

Pages 9

Police

Pages 10‐13

Chief Brian O’Malley

Deputy City Administrator
Denis D’Auteuil
Lewiston City Hall
27 Pine Street
Lewiston, ME 04240

Planning & Code
Enforcement
Director David Hediger

City Administrator
Ed Barre

ddauteuil@lewistonmaine.gov

Pages 6‐8

Director Lincoln Jeﬀers

kclou er@lewistonmaine.gov

ebarre @lewistonmaine.gov

Economic & Community
Development



Public Works

Pages 14

Director Dale Doughty



Social Services
Ac ng Director Elaine Bracke

www.lewistonmaine.gov

2

Pages 15‐17

Items of Interest

On August 4, 2019, the Sun Journal published a feature story by Reporter Kathryn
Skelton en tled “Lovin’ Lewiston.” The ar cle was based on City of Lewiston Facebook
posts from February. Lewiston’s Facebook followers had been asked their favorite place
or thing in Lewiston, and a vast array of responses were received. By various
categories, the story highlights some of the places/things that FB followers shared and
also includes the en re response list, which can also be found at
h p://www.lewistonmaine.gov/lewistonfavorites.
Lewiston is a wonderful place! Thank you Sun Journal for the highlights!
To follow the City’s Facebook page, go to: “Oﬃcial City of Lewiston, Maine”
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June Events
If you were in Lewiston during June, you may have been a part of, or a ended an event!
For the ﬁrst me, the American Lung Associa on’s fundraiser ‐ The Trek Across Maine, in‐
cluded Lewiston in their route. The Downtown Associa on, in partnership with the City of
Lewiston, hosted the “Trek Downtown.” Area restaurants and businesses were on board
as Lisbon Street was closed from Ash to Main Street as we welcomed the Trekkers to
downtown Lewiston. Hospitality was plen ful as the crowd enjoyed outside dining, food
trucks, and entertainment at Dufresne Plaza.
The Build Maine Conference returned to Lewiston again this year. World Refugee Day was
held at Simard‐Payne Park on a rainy summer evening‐that didn’t dampen the mood
though; and there were a few 5K fundraisers to include: Safe Voices to End Domes c
Violence, John F. Murphy Homes 5K‐Trot Against Au sm, and the YMCA Fit Fest 5K.
The month of June brought folks outdoors with many opportuni es to enjoy arts and
culture! Art Walk LA was held on the last Friday of the month, the Farmers Market at Mill 5
was held each Sunday, fresh produce and other items were also available on Tuesdays in
Kennedy Park at the Cul va ng Community Farmers Market. Children had opportuni es to
enjoy the outdoors as well with outdoor movie nights, Wednesday’s in the park, summer
reading on Friday mornings at Pe ngill Park. And our furry friends were not forgo en! The
Greater Androscoggin Humane Society was at Kennedy Park doing a vaccina on clinic. The
Kennedy Park Gazebo was u lized for the Maine Inside‐Out performance and dialogue.

Simard‐Payne Park had hundreds of folks a end Baxter’s Brewfest, the Pride LA fes val,
and Advocates for Children’s Daddy and ME BBQ.
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City Administrator
CITY COUNCIL APPROVES FISCAL YEAR 2020 BUDGET
In May, the City Council adopted the FY2020 opera ng budget for the City and School Department.
The budget, however, wasn’t totally ﬁnalized un l a er the conclusion of the state legisla ve session
where signiﬁcant addi onal funding was added to Municipal Revenue Sharing.
Historically, the Municipal Revenue Sharing Fund received 5% of state sales and income taxes. In
recent years, however, and par cularly during the most recent recession, state funding was reduced
by 60% to 2% of income and sales revenue. This reduc on cost the City of Lewiston roughly $4 million
per year, an amount that local taxpayers were asked to oﬀset, at least in part. The ﬁnal state budget
increase the revenue sharing percentage to 3%, alloca ng the City of Lewiston an addi onal $1.4
million, all of which the Council dedicated to property tax reduc ons.
Overall, City and School expenses increased by slightly more than 5% with non‐property tax revenues
up by almost 6%. Given this and a slight increase in the City’s assessed value, the City’s tax rate in‐
creased by just 24 cents, or .84%. A taxpayer with a homestead valued at $125,000, will see a $42.85
cent increase in the annual property tax bill, or $3.57 per month.
The most notable change in this year’s budget is that, for the ﬁrst me in many years, the Council has
funded addi onal staﬀ posi ons including three police posi ons, an addi onal ﬁre inspector to sup‐
port our mul ‐family housing inspec on program, an assistant City Clerk to coordinate our new rental
registra on program, an equipment mechanic at Public Works, and a new Planning posi on. A num‐
ber of these posi ons are only par ally funded and will be phased in over the course of the year.
The budget also supported addi onal General Fund borrowing for a variety of important capital
projects. These included: $2.4 million toward replacing the Lewiston Auburn 911 emergency commu‐
nica on system, including replacing all police and ﬁre mobile and portable radios. This is essen al
given the age and condi on of the current radio system and its limita ons. Street paving and recon‐
struc on is the largest single capital item at $2.9 million. Funding at this level should allow us to at
least maintain the current condi on ra ng of our street and highway infrastructure. Finally, an addi‐
onal $2 million is provided toward the cost of building a ﬁre substa on on North Temple to replace
the nearby Saba us Street sta on.
There may also be some good early news for next year. First, year 2 of the state budget further in‐
creases the Revenue Sharing percentage to 3.75%. Second, the amount of the homestead exemp on
will increase by $5,000 (slightly less for Lewiston homesteaders since our assessments are at roughly
88% of market value). An increase in the homestead will result in further tax relief for those who
qualify.
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Economic & Community Development
6th Annual Build
Maine Conference
The 6th annual Build Maine
Conference was held at the Royal
Oak Room, Ironhorse Court,
Baxter Brewing, and the Lewiston
Public Library on June 5th and 6th.
Ac va ons included a parklet on
Middle Street at She Doesn’t Like
Guthries as well as temporarily
changing Middle Street from a one
‐way to a two‐way street with 10
foot lanes. Two Lewiston Public
Works trucks tested out the lanes and were successful at passing each other in the smaller lanes.
Over four hundred people a ended workshops given by leaders in infrastructure, walkability,
and urban design. A lunch me walking tour of Lewiston with Jeﬀ Speck was well a ended with
Speck poin ng out the ways in which current infrastructure favors vehicle traﬃc. Rick Rybeck
discussed an innova ve approach to property tax in which the land is taxed at a higher rate than
buildings. This type of tax encourages development of vacant land for revenue‐genera ng
purposes. Kathryn Rogers Merlino discussed preserva on as an ecological and cost‐eﬀec ve ap‐
proach to development. The event sparked many great ideas and discussions and was a success.

The Growing Our Tree Streets Dra Choice
Transforma on Plan is now available!
To view the plan, execu ve summary, and research, click here or visit the City of Lewiston’s
website at www.lewistonmaine.gov and go to the Economic and Community Development De‐
partment page. If you have comments or ques ons about the plan, email Misty Parker, Econom‐
ic Development Manager at mparker@lewistonmaine.gov by July 25, 2019
see photos on the next page
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Photos from The Growing of Our Tree Streets Dra
ar cle on the previous page

City of Lewiston Receives
$500,000 EPA Cleanup Grant
for Bates Mill #5
The U.S. Environmental Protec on Agency announced
the selec on of $6 million in Brownﬁelds grants for con‐
taminated proper es in Maine, including $500,000 to
remove asbestos and other materials at the Bates
Weave Shed (Mill #5) building in Lewiston. The mill is
contaminated with asbestos, lead paint, and PCBs, all of
which require cleanup regardless of future uses of the site. An agreement between the City and Tom
Platz could allow for redevelopment of the mill for commercial purposes once cleanup is complete.
_______________________________________________________________________________

Business 2 Business Expo
The Economic Development Department of the City
of Lewiston a ended the Business 2 Business Expo
at Norway Savings Bank Arena on June 20th. The
event gave the Department the opportunity to con‐
nect with local businesses about exci ng develop‐
ments as well as new City Economic Development
programs.
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Con nental Mill Under
New Ownership
The Downtown Lewiston Associa on, in
partnership with the City of Lewiston, hosted a
block party on June 14th for par cipants in the
“Trek Across Maine.”
The Trek Across Maine is an annual fundraising
event for the American Lung Associa on. This
is the ﬁrst year the Trek route has come
through Lewiston. Lisbon Street was shut
down from Ash to Main Street to accommo‐
date more than 600 trekkers and several
hundred locals who joined the fes vi es.
For more informa on about the Downtown
Lewiston Associa on and to ﬁnd out about
other events, visit their website at
www.downtownlewiston.com.

On May 21st, the Con nental Mill sold at
auc on for $715,000, including brokerage
fees. The Con nental Mill is located at the
corner of Cedar and Oxfords Streets, adjacent
to the river. It is an historic, 560,000 s.f. mill
that has been vacant for the last several
years. The property was purchased by
Chinburg Proper es, which plans to develop
market‐rate housing as well as commercial
uses in the building. Chinburg Proper es is an
experienced housing and commercial devel‐
oper that has redeveloped more than a dozen
mill proper es in New Hampshire,
Massachuse s, and Maine.

Image—Bangor Daily News/NH Developer apartments
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Planning & Code Enforcement
Permit Ac vity ‐ JUNE 2019
63 building permits with a reported value of $1,394,821
64 electrical permits
13 plumbing permits
COMMERCIAL PROJECTS OVER $250,000
Aroma Joe’s Coﬀee Shop, 403 Saba us Street $302,000
NEW SINGLE‐FAMILY HOMES
7 Bu onwood Lane, 324 Central Avenue, and 5 Cortland Way

Permit Ac vity ‐ JUNE 2018
103 building permits with a reported value of $10,209,864
46 electrical permits
14 plumbing permits

Planning Board Ac vity

Enforcement Ac on

At the Planning Board mee ng of June 10, the
Board took the following ac ons:






Approval of an applica on submi ed by CES
Engineers on behalf of 685 Saba us Street,
LLC to construct a 5,584 s.f. medical building
located at 685 and 689 Saba us Street.
Sent a favorable recommenda on to the City
Council for a text amendment to
Ar cle II, Deﬁni ons, to add a deﬁni on of
Nursery Schools and to Ar cle XI, District
Regula ons, Sec on 22, Land Use Table to
change the land use designa on for Nursery
Schools from Academic Ins tu ons to uses
similar to Childcare Facili es.
On June 24, the Board held a workshop to
discuss the City’s exis ng urban design and
architectural condi ons, recent development
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Two residen al
proper es were
condemned via the
IPMC
No ce of Viola ons issued: 33
Cita ons issued: 9
Solid Waste Civil Penal es issued: 2

projects, district and neighborhood
plans, and ongoing planning and
economic development eﬀorts to
understand the issues, opportuni es
and challenges shaping design to deﬁne
goals and create a framework for the
development of design regula ons. The
next step is to develop a detailed out‐
line for updated and new provisions for
design regula ons.

Police
In the month of June, oﬃcers responded to a total of 3,672 calls for service (CFS).
A summary, along with year‐to‐date data are below:
Calls for Service

June 2019

Total CFS

3,672

Vechicle Stops

710

Cita ons

93

Wri en Warnings

50

Verbal Warnings

567

Adult Arrests

137

Juvenile Arrests

7

Criminal Summonses

45

Narco cs Arrests

8

OUI Arrests

9

Parking Tickets

451

Fireworks Viola ons

7
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Community Events
Community Resource Oﬃcers (CRO):
Oﬃcer Joe Philippon, Sgt. Randy St. Laurent, and
Oﬃcer Charlie Weaver;
oﬃce is located at 292 Bates Street;
telephone: 513‐3010
The Lewiston Police Department’s commitment is to be
accessible to the community.

Mee ngs A ended

























Masijudul Salaam Mosque
Common Ties Board mee ng
New Mainer Community Collabora ve
Execu ve Androscoggin Community
Collabora ve
Lewiston‐Auburn Alliance for Services to the
Homeless (LAASH)
Community Partnership for Protec ng
Children (CPPC)
(Promise) Early Childhood Educa on Board
mee ng
(Promise) Early Childhood Educa on
Execu ve Commi ee
Healthy Neighborhoods Planning Council
Healthy Neighborhoods Community
Engagement
Healthy Neighborhoods Ethnic Community
Outreach
CommUNITY Law Enforcement Steering
Commi ee
CommUNITY Law Enforcement
Subcommi ee
World Refugee Day Planning
Lewiston Auburn Metropolitan Chamber of
Commerce Business Advisory Commi ee
Bates College Students’ mee ng
Bates College Dean’s Oﬃce mee ng
Bates College Oﬀ‐Campus Housing mee ng
Rental Registra on Subcommi ee
Healthy Neighborhoods Mini‐Grant Review
Androscoggin Collabora ve Retreat Planning
Stand Against Racism planning
Poverty Awareness Subcommi ee
Lewiston Downtown Associa on

 Coﬀee with a Cop at Oak Park Apartments

facilitated by CRO oﬃcers
 Cookout hosted by residents of Hillview
 Geiger Elementary School’s Field Day‐a ended

by Sgt. Conley
 Healthy Neighborhoods Community Dinner
 Oﬃcer Philippon spoke with St. Mary’s youth

volunteers in regard to bullying
 Touch a Truck events at various loca ons in

Lewiston to include FunZ Trampoline Park and
Farwell Elementary School
 Sgt. Derrick St. Laurent with CRO oﬃcers

Philippon and Weaver facilitated Ac ve Shooter
Tabletop Exercises for Bates College and Maine
Public Broadcas ng
 Oﬃcer Philippon con nued his eﬀorts with

Project Support You
 During June, The Commission on Accredita on

for Law Enforcement Agencies (CALEA) toured
the Lewiston Police Department and interviewed
mul ple personnel from all levels of staﬀ. The
public was provided with contact informa on for
CALEA’s assessors in order to speak with them
about community rela onships with LPD.
 Graduates from Lewiston High School enjoyed a

pizza social with Sergeant Conley
 Oﬃcers Philippon and Weaver a ended the

Lewiston‐Auburn Pride Parade
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Community Events

Summer Fun & Films

 Oﬃcer Philippon was present at the block party

The Community Resource Team oﬃcers organized
Summer Fun & Films and hosted Outdoor Movie
Night. The ﬁrst Outdoor Movie Night of 2019 was
hosted at Simard‐Simard Payne Park ‐ movie goers
watched:

hosted for bicyclists riding in the 35th annual
Trek Across Maine.
 SRO Cramp and Crime Analyst Amy

Blaisdell‐Pechmanova ran in the 1st
Deputy Dennis P. Sampson Community 5K

How to Train Your Dragon 3

 CRO oﬃcers were present at the Safe Voices to

End Domes c Violence 5K event ‐ D.V. Coordina‐
tor Desiree Michaud and Crime Analyst Amy
Blaisdell‐Pechomanova ran the 5K

 The 6th Annual Build Maine Conference was

Recruitment

hosted in Lewiston June 5th & 6th

Ongoing recruitment eﬀorts con nue

Enforcement


Oﬃcers conducted traﬃc enforcement
throughout the city. The radar trailer was
deployed in various loca ons



Sex Oﬀender No ﬁca ons were
provided to residents
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For a week, Detec ve Danielle Murphy was a camp leader at Camp POSTCARD
(Police Oﬃcers Striving to Create and Reinforce Dreams)

Several sworn and civilian personnel ran in the Law Enforcement Torch Run (LETR) for
Special Olympics. Respec vely, runners included: Chief O’Malley, Sgt. Derrick St. Laurent,
Corp. Griﬃn, Oﬃcers Burkhardt, Fecteau, James, C. Johnson, D. Michaud, D. Jacques,
McLamb, Avery, and civilians Amy Blaisdell‐Pechmanova and Joe Bradeen
(photo credit, S.J.)
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Public Works
Paving
This month, paving was completed for the following streets:
Mason, Morse, Sargent, Kavanaugh, and Owen.
We also paved Old Chadbourne Road, for the ﬁrst me, elimi‐
na ng one of the few gravel roads le in the city. This will clearly
provide a be er level of service and reduce annual maintenance.
The FY20 paving contract was awarded to Glidden Paving. Just
prior to our bidding process, projects in other communi es were
canceled, allowing Glidden to oﬀer a good price and schedule to
the City. This has not been the case for many communi es across
Maine.

Solid Waste
The Tip Fee for disposal of Solid Waste at the
City’s Solid Waste Facility was increased
from $93 / ton to $100 / ton. This fee in‐
crease is in line with the revision of the Solid
Waste Fee Schedule Policy, which was
approved by the City Council in March 2019.

This is part of a broader statewide eﬀort to
assess the presence of these compounds
throughout the environment and their
impacts.

Maine DEP staﬀ were here at the Solid
Waste Facility and the LAWPCA sludge dump
(closed) in July to collect groundwater sam‐
ples and have them analyzed for the pres‐
ence of “PFAS” (polyﬂouroalkyl substances).
These chemical compounds have been wide‐
ly used in residen al, commercial & industri‐
al applica ons beginning in the 1950’s. There
is concern within the Maine’s Department of
Environmental Protec on that these chemi‐
cals may have an adverse impact on human
health & the environment, even at very low
concentra ons. Collec on of these ground‐
water samples is part of a State wide survey
to determine the presence of PFAS (loca on
and concentra on) within the environment.

The calculated 2018 recycling rate for
Lewiston (diverted recyclable waste from
disposable waste / trash) is 15%. This is a
reduc on of 15% in the amount of waste
that Lewiston residents must pay for
incinera on.

Recycle Rate
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Social Services
Just the Facts
A total of $16,394.83 was expended in General
Assistance in the month of June. $11,476.38 in
reimbursement was requested from the State
at 70% of the total expenditures.

GA Assisted Summary
Client Characteris cs
(more than one category
may apply per applicant)
Asylum Pending

26

Deceased

1

Able‐bodied Adult

3

Employed

8

Food Stamp
Recipients

37

G.E.D.

4

Immigra on
Interview

8

Mental Health

13

Parolee

2

Refugee

1

SSI Pending

11

SSI Recipient

2

TANF Recipient

2

TANF
Months

1

60

Housing Expenditures

$13,666

Temporary Shelter

$0.00

U li es

$285.63

Fuel (Hea ng‐all types)

$0.00

Food

$576.78

Personal Items

$488.18

Burials

$1,351.89

Medica ons ‐ Prescrip ons

$0.00

Medical Services

$0.00

218 cases seen; 46 new intakes; 42 cases served
Summary of cases served: Angola 16; Congo 4; Somalia 1; US 21
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Just the Facts con

nued

Chart to the right...
Asylum intakes 14
Immigrant intakes 2
Refugee intakes 0

Workfare
Program Sta s cs
21 Cases

Fraud Cases & Reimbursement Monies

(36 individuals)
Hours Completed: 781 1/2
Dollar Value: $8,596.50
An educa onal overview,
understanding, and conﬁrma on
of understanding, on sexual
harassment have been added to
the work agreement forms for all
workfare referrals. An introduc‐
on to the understanding of the
behaviors and laws regarding
sexual harassment is required
before a ending a workfare site.

General Assistance clients who commit fraud by a emp ng to receive
GA or that receive GA fraudulently are disqualiﬁed from receiving any
GA funds throughout the state for 120 days. All cases are reported to
the Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) and may be
disqualiﬁed from receiving Food Stamps for the 120 disqualiﬁca on
period. Cases that have already received GA fraudulently, are reported
to DHHS and to the Lewiston Police Department for poten al
prosecu on.
Individuals who are disqualiﬁed for fraud are required to reimburse the
amount of GA received which they were not en tled to.
Reimbursement from retroac ve SSI awards, Workers Compensa on
se lements, and other sources are ac vely pursued and tracked, re‐
sul ng in decreased GA expenditures.

Visas & Legal Status
Visas
B‐2 was the type of Visa seen in the month of June. The B‐2 Visitor Visa is a non‐immigrant Visa for persons
who want to enter the Unites States temporarily for tourism (Visa category B‐2).
Legal Status
Legal status to be in the United States is required to be proven through speciﬁc documenta on to be eligi‐
ble for General Assistance. Legal status’ are possessing a non‐expired Visa, a Visa with a valid I‐94 expira‐
on date, submi ng proof of Asylum applica on from USCIS, holding valid EAD card, proof of legal perma‐
nent residency, having a green card, or veriﬁca on of legal counsel, court hearing, hearing date, and proof
of asylum granted.
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Workshops & Employment

Training Opportuni es
Renters’ Educa onal Workshops are
held the last week of each month with
Renters Educational Workshop
a maximum of eight per class.
A translator is available to facilitate in
Portuguese and French. The workshop
Dangers of Lead Paint
has been well received and the
informa on provided is some mes
being heard for the ﬁrst me.
The workshop educates renters to the
dangers of lead paint and radon;
security deposits, leases, at‐will agreements, renter's rights & responsibili es, landlord’s rights and
responsibili es and giving no ce to your landlord. Informa onal handouts from Pine Tree Legal are
forma ed in English and translated in Portuguese and French.

Helping the Homeless
1 / 1 / 2019 to 6 /30 / 2019
The Social Services Department has
seen 95 homeless cases consis ng of a
total of 150 individuals, including 33
children between January and June of
this year.
The ongoing homeless ini a ve and
reless work by the LAASH commi ee
members con nues to discover new
solu ons for the homeless popula on in
Lewiston. A goal is to put a system in place
to accurately track the number of home‐
less individuals and families in the
Lewiston area. A focus group of concerned
members of local organiza ons, churches,
and community members has come
together to gain resources and partner‐
ships to tackle this problem. With extreme
temperatures during Maine winters, it is
becoming impera ve to open a warming
shelter that operates at night to shelter
individuals exposed to the winter
elements.

Community Shelters
There are eight shelters in Lewiston‐Auburn ‐ four are
operated by local churches; one is speciﬁcally for domes c
violence and sex traﬃcking vic ms; one is for youth ages
18‐21; and there is one day shelter that acts as a resource and
day‐ me warming center, located at 247 Bates Street in
Lewiston. The hours of opera on are 8 AM to 3 PM ‐ hot
meals, a food pantry, and other resources are available.
Shelter resource lists are available upon request from GA
oﬃce staﬀ.
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