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Items of Interest
What would being “Mayor for the Day” entail? Grandsons of Gene Tardif were in to visit Mayor
Macdonald on August 10th to explore just that!
Being aware of the news and current events

Lending a helping hand...

Pondering the issues

Coﬀee breaks

Preparing for upcoming mee ngs

Signing docs

And photo ops
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Great Falls Balloon Festival, August 21-23
The 23rd Annual Great Falls
Balloon Festival, despite the
weather challenges, drew a
crowd over the weekend of
100,000 and according to the
organizer, it could not have been
successful without all the help
from volunteers.
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LYAC is proudly sponsored by:

The 2015-2016 Lewiston Youth Advisory Council had a full day of orientation on 8/20/15 with
presentations from Mayor Robert Macdonald, Councilor Nate Libby (City Council liaison to LYAC),
and municipal staff; a review of LYAC accomplishments since 2002; planning for their LYAC year;
and interactive, upbeat leadership training from Brian Davenport, PhD, Associate Professor of
Leadership & Organizational Studies at USM LA College--all providing a dynamic day of leadership
development and understanding of municipal government. The 2015-2016 youth council consists of
10 members this year - five returning members, and five new members. (One member wasn't able to
attend orientation and therefore not pictured.) LYAC is sponsored by the Lewiston Firefighters
Association. www.lewistonmaine.gov/lyac
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City Administrator

Edward A. Barre

Lewiston’s Low Recycling Rate
Recently, a member of the City Council asked staff to review our current recycling rate and compare it with
historic data. While this would seem an easy task, it’s not as straightforward as it would seem.
While the City annually reports its recycling numbers to the state, the state system has changed over the years
and is focused on trying to establish a community’s overall recycling rate, not just the recycling rate
associated with municipal collection programs.
Given this, how do we actually come up with a meaningful number on recycling? How do we evaluate how
effective the City’s recycling program actually is?
The approach we used is to simply look at material the city actually handles directly, including solid waste and
recycled materials collected curbside and those delivered by individuals to our solid waste facility. This
excludes commercial waste that goes directly to MMWAC or a landfill, bulky waste, construction and demolition
debris, etc.
This is not a perfect measurement since it also picks up commercial solid waste delivered to our facility by, for
example, some landlords. This probably distorts the numbers since such operations likely recycle at a lower
rate than households. Unfortunately, it is included in the numbers and can’t be pulled out. Nevertheless, this
approach does provide a measure of how effective our programs are at recycling and is broadly comparing
apples to apples over the time period from 1999 through 2014. The recycling rate is computed by dividing the
amount recycled by the total tons of waste handled (incinerated and recycled).

So, what does this analysis show?
Our recycling rate was 12.8% in 1999. It fell to a low of 7.1% in 2008 and then grew to a high of 11.9% in
2013, slipping back to 10% in 2014. So, our rate has generally been relatively low, and today we are recycling
a somewhat smaller percentage of city handled waste than we did in 1999.

Single stream has helped some. The last full year before this system was implemented, our recycling rate was
8.0%. The first full year of single stream that percentage grew to 10.6%, so we picked up about 2.5%, an
almost 1/3rd increase. While this may indicate that more people began recycling, and I’m sure some did, I
personally think is more likely that those who were already recycling increased the amount they put out at the
curb because single stream takes more kinds of material.

So, here are my conclusions:


While single stream helped, we still have a very low recycling rate.



While the rate was increasing over time under single sort, it dropped last year. This may indicate that some
folks have abandoned the program, but we really need to see what happens this year before we can speak
about a trend.



Recycling likely has a very low penetration rate, with a relatively small percentage of our residents involved.



This reflects both our limited ability to publicize and educate about the program and a lack of incentives for
residents to participate. It’s simply easier to throw it all out in one container than separate it. Traditional
behavior patterns are hard to change.
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Economic Development

Lincoln Jeﬀers, Director

Businesses Excelling in Lewiston
Argo Marketing Group topped the list of nine Maine companies named as some of the country's
fastest-growing private companies by Inc. Magazine. Inc. publishes their list of 5,000 fastest
growing private companies in the U.S. based on the company’s three-year revenue growth. This is
Argo’s third year on the list. Additionally, in July, Argo Marketing announced their recent partnership
with an India-based company, iYogi. North America is iYogi’s largest market. After a national
search, iYogi concluded Argo Marketing as an ideal partner. This new partnership will bring 300
new jobs to Maine.
Four Lewiston businesses were honored as best places to work by the Maine State Council of the
Society for Human Resources Management. Medium-size businesses, FISC Solutions, SymQuest
Group Inc., and Maine Community Health Options, as well as Carbonite in the large business
category, were honored as this year’s Best Places to Work.
Lewiston businesses continue to succeed!
The Lewiston-Auburn Lead Program
We have successfully enrolled 99 units as of August 31, 2015. Enrolled means that the owner has
successfully completed the application process and that some or all of the units in the property
qualify for lead hazard reduction or abatement work. Of the 99 units, six are lead-safe and able to
be occupied by families with young children; sixteen (16) are under contract for lead hazard control
and abatement - owners having signed contracts with lead abatement contractors to begin in
September. Of the 99 enrolled units, 81 are located in Lewiston and 18 in Auburn. To be enrolled
in the lead program, the unit must be brought up to Code. Code Enforcement Officers from
Lewiston or Auburn inspect each property that is enrolled for health and safety violations and to
make sure the property is structurally sound before the property is enrolled. Lewiston has a
Property Maintenance Code which reinforces the requirements made on owners to correct code
violations. The types of violations that are being corrected, in addition to the lead hazard control
and abatement, are smoke detectors having to be hard wired and CO detectors present in the units,
GFI in kitchen and bathrooms, self-closing fire-rated doors on apartments, etc. Dilapidated porches
and unsafe second means of egress are also being addressed through the Lewiston-Auburn Lead
Program. Most of the porches that are located in Lewiston's downtown have high levels of lead.
The condition is being corrected and, in some cases, demolishing the leaded and unsafe porches
replacing them with new pressure-treated, lead-free stair towers. This eliminates the porch
structure which is a maintenance issue, a hazard to the tenants, and a fire-safety problem. The
sources of funding utilized under the LA Lead Program includes the lead grant, CDBG, and owner
contribution.
For more information on utilizing the lead program, contact Kieriston Delano at 739-6575 or
Kdelano@community-concepts.org.
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Lewiston Rattle
At the August Art Walk, LA Arts and the City of Lewiston celebrated the unveiling of Charlie Hewitt’s
sculpture, Lewiston Rattle. Hewitt, a Portland artist born in Lewiston, who was inspired by his young
experiences with the mill town and culture, installed his creation at 163 Lisbon Street between Ash
and Pine Streets. The vacant lot now home to Lewiston Rattle was once the site of several buildings
lost to fire. Numerous businesses and individuals came together to help make this addition of public
art a reality. We are thankful to all those who donated to fund the sculpture, LA Arts for leading the
effort, and of course Charlie Hewitt for his passion and contribution to Lewiston.

Photo provided by Rene Roy Photography

Photo by Russ Dillingham, Sun Journal
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Fire

Chief Paul LeClair

August 27th - 84 No Name Pond Road
Firefighters responded to a reported explosion/fire. The single-family home and contents were destroyed. Luckily, the male occupant
and his dog were able to escape without injuries; however, his birds perished in the fire.
The investigation was assisted by L.P.D., Lewiston C.I.D., State Fire Marshal's Office, D.E.A. and A.T.F.
The cause of the incident remains undetermined.

Lewiston Fire Department’s Tenement and
Sprinkler Inspection Program Continues.
For over a decade, the L.F.D.’s Fire Prevention
Division has facilitated and maintained an inspection program for the City of Lewiston. During the
spring, summer, and fall months, inspections are
scheduled with the city’s landlords and property
management companies for tenement buildings.
Inspections are also completed on buildings that
are required to have commercial sprinkler systems.
The inspections are performed by the department’s
firefighters who have been trained to inspect
tenement buildings and sprinkler systems to help
ensure that they meet current codes and
requirements.
Pictured above left is Lt. Shawn Sanford accessing
a tenement building and recording his findings on a
Tenement Inspection form.
Pictured below left is Lt. Lionel Guay and Pvt.
Corey Higgins inspecting smoke alarms to ensure
they are installed and working properly.
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School Superintendent Bill Webster

Lewiston Public Schools
A new academic year begins…
First Student Day
School started Wednesday, September 2nd, for grades K-9; Thursday, September 3rd, for grades
10-12; and Tuesday, September 8th for the first day of Pre-K. Each new school year, I walk through all
our schools and was particularly impressed this year with the condition of our facilities and the excitement and engagement on the part of teachers and students alike. Even with all our challenges, I am
looking forward to a great year for Lewiston Public Schools.

School Enrollment
While our Kindergarten enrollment did drop slightly from last year, as forecasted, we have either
retained a higher percentage of students moving up the grades or experienced a material increase in
student numbers. Overall, our student numbers have grown from 5,300 a year ago to 5,500 presently.
Fortunately, over the last two weeks, the School Committee has authorized an additional six classroom
teachers, and we had an additional three classroom teachers in the original budget. These additional
classrooms are primarily in the lower grades and have reduced overall class sizes in Kindergarten to
less than 20 per room, but overall we are just barely keeping pace with the enrollment increase. Furthermore, we are only able to find classroom space through less than ideal means—using a portable,
combining resource and ELL rooms and eliminating computer labs or teachers’ lounges.
The 200-student increase is double the forecast done in last winter’s demography study of Lewiston
schools and points to the distinct possibility that we will need to add portable or modular elementary
classrooms before the new elementary school is likely opened in September 2019. I expect to be
revisiting and presenting to the School Committee a plan, first explored two years ago, that would add
six to eight classrooms at Farwell. As much as it may seem undesirable, Farwell may be the best
expansion choice given that the other elementary schools are already sufficiently large (Montello is now
over 800 students!) or are due for replacement.

Update on New Elementary School
The Site Selection Subcommittee of the Building Committee unanimously recommended that the new
elementary school be located in Franklin Pasture, and this recommendation was approved by the
School Committee at its August 17th meeting. With this approval, we will now be submitting a formal site
application to the Department of Education in early October. This will be followed by a public site tour,
meeting and straw poll on October 21st. Final site approval is slated for the November Maine State
Board of Education meeting. Once the site is approved, we will be moving quickly to design both the
play field relocation and the new school itself. Tentative key dates include the straw poll on March 23rd,
an April Board of Education meeting, and a June 7th public referendum vote.
The Building Committee is now meeting regularly on the design, and information on this work, as well as
the site selection, is now available from the link at www.lewistonpublicschools.org or directly at (next pg.)

10

https://sites.google.com/a/lewistonpublicschools.org/lewiston-s-new-elementary-school/?pli=1
Also, I am presently in negotiations with the Portland Diocese for the purchase of Drouin filed and hope to
have an agreement for School Committee approval prior to the end of September.
Honoring Parents Requests
I like to honor requests from parents for their children to attend a Lewiston elementary school outside their
home district as much as possible. To date for the current school year, we (Sue Turgeon does all work!)
have received 500 requests and approved all but 32. The denials were almost invariably due to unduly
large class sizes in the requested school and grade. Another 100 requests are expected to be processed
over the school year. In addition, I and the other are superintendents, have approved over 150 superintendents’ agreements to allow either non-Lewiston students to attend our schools or Lewiston students to
attend non-Lewiston schools.
Viability of Half-Day Program Beginning September 2016
The School Committee has expressed support for a half-day for system-wide professional development
beginning September 2016, provided that we are able to offer alternative programming for Lewiston students. This might, for example, mean that every Wednesday formal school ends directly after lunch; and
teachers, having no further student responsibilities, engage in professional development (PD) activities for
the remainder of the school day. I recently met with some Lewiston Public Schools (LPS) staff involved in
afterschool programming and major community organizations also involved in afterschool programming.
Some of the take-a-ways from this meeting include:


Teachers and Administrators cannot fully engage in PD activities if there is any chance that they might
be called to deal with dismissal, discipline issues, or any other student responsibilities.



Our educational technicians, while very capable, are not in a position to run afterschool programming
without appropriate supervision. Such supervision is typically provided by teachers, and over 50% of
the staffing of our present afterschool programming are teachers.



Student dismissal is a big challenge and must involve teachers if it involves most of the student body.



Our larger community partners (Girls & Boys Club, YMCA, YWCA, Tree Street Youth, and Lewiston
Recreation) have a total afternoon capacity of approximately 500 students. While the YMCA does run
a program at Geiger for roughly 50 students, these organizations also generally like to operate programs at their own facilities.



There will always be liability issues for LPS unless the parents register their students directly with the
community partner organizations.

I am compiling further information, and there will be a follow-up report and
presentation made to the School Committee this fall.

Tweets and Facebook Entries on the next page...
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Tweets and Facebook Entries
Follow me on Twitter @LewistonSuper or on Facebook at Lewiston Public Schools Superintendent.
Date

Tweet

8/13/15

Educators- Visit the ShareCenter for materials, Tue/Wed,1-6, 1st/2nd Sat each month. 33
Industry Ave, Auburn 333-6671
Congratulations to the 15 students who graduated tonight from LHS. Their hard work is a
great example for all.
ATTENTION FAMILIES WITH 4TH GRADERS-You have free admission to all national
parks and federal lands this school year! http://www.nationalparks.org/ook/ekiapsignup …
Thank you Senator Angus King for your inspirational talk to Lewiston educators. We are

8/18/15
8/28/15

8/31/15
9/1/15
9/1/15

The Lewiston Education Assoc announces 10/14 Harvest Dinner fundraiser and 2015-16
grant cycle timeline for teachers. http://lewistoneducationfund.org/
Mayor McDonald will nominate ZamZam Mohamud to fill open School Committee slot until
new member is elected.

MARTEL

MCMAHON

FARWELL

GEIGER

LONGLEY
MONTELLO
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Rick Speer, Director

Summer Reading Games a Success
We had another busy summer at the Lewiston Public
Library with 268 young people participating in our Summer
Reading Games! In total, these students did 198,791
minutes of reading in their bid to win a variety of prizes and
t-shirts. This amounts to over 3,300 hours of reading by our
kids that wouldn’t have happened without the Library’s
efforts. And the research continues to show that the one
major way to avoid the ‘summer slide’ in learning skills is to read regularly!

Great Falls Forum
Our 18th Great Falls Forum Series kicks off in September with a
talk by Senator George Mitchell on Sept. 15 on his latest book,
The Negotiator. The other fall programs in this Series include
Community Health Options Kevin Lewis on Sept. 17, Maine Public
Radio reporters Susan Sharon, Mal Leary and Patty Wight on
Oct. 15, and Penobscot Nation Chief Kirk Francis on Nov. 19. The
Forum is co-sponsored by the Sun Journal, Bates College, and LPL.

SELF‐e: Digital Resource for Indie Writers
The latest digital resource being offered to the community by the Lewiston and
Auburn Public Libraries is SELF-e, an online publishing platform for aspiring writers.
LPL and APL joined with the Portland and Brunswick libraries to offer this exciting
and innovative service. For details, visit LibraryLA.org, the digital website for the
Twin Cities libraries.

New England Library Leadership Symposium
Adult Services Librarian, Marcela Peres, was accepted into the New England Library
Leadership Symposium this summer. NELLS is an intensive leadership training
opportunity for mid-career librarians. The program began with a week-long intensive
in August and involves a full year of mentorship along with a variety of training
sessions. The NELLS opportunity is completely grant-funded.
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Planning & Code Enforcement
Gil Arsenault, Director
Planning Board
The Board took the following action of August 24:




The Board approved an application submitted
by Burns & McDonnell on behalf of Central
Maine Power Company for the realignment of
transmission lines located at 46 Chapel Street,
51 Middle Street, and Fox Island. These improvements are a component of the Lewiston
Loop Project transmission line upgrade.
The Board made a positive recommendation to
the Council regarding a proposal submitted by
Stoneybrook Consultants, Inc. on behalf of
James Pittman to conditionally rezone the
property at 111 Webster Street from the Neighborhood Conservation “A” District to the Downtown Residential District. This change was
requested to permit the existing commercial
building located at 111 Webster to be used for
market rate multi-family housing. In addition,
the Board granted approval to Mr. Pittman to
establish eight market-rate apartments in the
existing building at this location subject to
Council approval of the conditional rezoning.

Comprehensive Plan
The Planning Board is near the end of their
review of the draft comprehensive plan. The
Board expended many hours reviewing the
document and has recommended over 200
changes. Some recommended changes are
simple typos while others are substantive. See
www.lewistonmaine.gov/comprehensiveplan for
the draft of the Board’s changes.
The Board will review the draft changes to
ensure that they are consistent with its review.
The Board will then conduct a joint workshop
with the City Council to discuss the proposed
plan. A public hearing will then be scheduled at
which time it is expected that the Board will
provide a formal recommendation to the City
Council to adopt the plan. The Council will then
act to consider the adoption of the comprehensive

plan. Notice of the workshop and public
hearings will be posted online and on
www.facebook.com/legacylewiston
Enforcement Action
Three solid waste civil penalties and two
citations were issued and two properties were
condemned via the Property Maintenance
Code. Staff filed the requisite documents with
the City attorney to initiate 80K action
(law suits) against the owners of the
following properties:


155 Spring Street  206 Park Street



165 Spring Street  32 Horton Street



192 Pine Street



275 Bates Street



198 Blake Street



899 Main Street

PERMIT ACTIVITY - AUGUST
 68 building permits with a reported value of

$1,529,846 (one new single-family home
was permitted)
 9 plumbing permits
 41 electrical permits

The highest reported dollar value building
permit in the amount of $375,000 was for
renovations (i.e. surgical practice relocation) at
95 Campus Avenue.

PERMIT ACTIVITY - AUGUST
 63 building permits with a reported value of

$556,519 (no new single-family homes
were permitted)
 16 plumbing permits
 34 electrical permits

There were no major projects.
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Police

Mike Bussiere, Chief

Statistics for AUGUST
A total of 3,542 Calls for Service (CFS) were responded to in August 2015. Summary below:

Calls For Service
Total CFS
Vehicle Stops
Citations
Written Warnings
Verbal Warnings
Adult Arrests
Juvenile Arrests
Criminal Summonses
Narcotics Arrests
OUI Arrests
Parking Tickets
Fireworks Violations

Enforcement

08/2015
3,542

238

Speeding
 In order to address concerns with speed,
the radar trailer was placed in various
locations over the course of the month
including, but not limited to, Montello St.
and Michaud Ave.

144

 A speed detail was scheduled and

627
172
217
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executed in the area of Lisbon St.

72

Patrol

8

Bicycle patrols were increased in the areas of
downtown Lewiston and Kennedy Park.

8
525
9

Other
Several officers participated in an Operation
Hot Spots detail.
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August Community Events
Neighborhood Watch Programs
Sergeant R. St. Laurent and Officers Griffin and Philippon attended community meetings with
residents of Barron Ave., Marcotte Ave., and Dove St. - neighborhoods who are interested in launching a Neighborhood Watch program.
Sergeant R. St. Laurent and Officer Weaver conducted home checks in the areas of Marcotte Ave.,
Barron Ave., Dove St., and Germaine St.
Meetings Attended










Androscoggin Community Collaborative
Maine Immigrant Refugee Services Group
Root Cellar and the Root Cellar Circle Project
Community Partnerships for Protecting Children (CPPC)
Bartlett Street Mosque
Community meetings hosted at: Blake Street Towers and Meadowview Apartments
Art Walk planning
Family Justice Center planning
Community Youth Services

Field Trips
Officers Philippon and Griffin chaperoned
field trips to Range Pond and Wolfe’s Neck
Farm with AmeriCorps and children from
Hillview.
Block Party
Sergeant R. St. Laurent and Officers Griffin
and Weaver attended the block party
hosted at River Valley Apartments.
Charity Ride
Officer Griffin participated in the Camp Sunshine Charity
Ride and instructed Personal Safety at Oak Park and
Safe Voices.
Catholic Charities Orientation
Officer Philippon conducted a Police Orientation course
for Catholic Charities of Maine.
Wellness Fair
Sergeant R. St. Laurent and Officers Griffin, Philippon,
and Weaver were present at the Wellness Fair hosted by
Geiger Brothers.

NATIONAL NIGHT OUT
Na onal Night Out was a ended by several
of Lewiston Police Department’s sworn
personnel. Pictured from le to right:
Oﬃcer Joseph Philippon, Chief Michael
Bussiere, Oﬃcer Darren Jacques, and
Oﬃcer Craig Johnson. Na onal Night out
was also a ended by Sergeants Campbell
and R. St. Laurent, Oﬃcers Chamberlain,
and Griﬃn (more info on pg. 17)
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Training
 As part of officers’ training, various policies and procedures are reviewed regularly. Policies

reviewed in August included: Rules and Regulations and Communicating Terrorism-Related
Information.
 Corporal Kavanagh and Officers Beauparlant, Kevin Gagne, C. Johnson, D. Michaud, and

Officer Rousseau attended Hostage Negotiator Training with Maine State Police hosted at the
Maine Criminal Justice Academy (MCJA).
 Officer Philippon completed Project Lifesaver training.
 Sergeant Campbell and Officers Miller, D. Jacques, and C. Johnson completed Intoxilyzer

training.
 Officer Provost completed Tactical Pistol training.

Recruitment


Officers Griffin and Philippon instructed Community Policing at MCJA.



Officer Philippon spoke with several individuals regarding recruitment and employment.

The City of Lewiston’s annual “National Night Out,” supported and funded by the Lewiston Police
Athletic League, took place on Tuesday, August 4, from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. at Marcotte Park. The
purpose of this free “meet your neighbor” event is to heighten crime and drug prevention awareness,
generate support for local anti-crime programs, strengthen neighborhood spirit and policecommunity partnerships, and send the message that neighborhoods are united
The event featured numerous activities and entertainment, including music, Mr. Drew & His Animals
Too, an obstacle course, a bounce house, food provided and grilled by Wal-Mart employees and
municipal vehicles, including the Lewiston Police Department’s rolling tank and robot, for children to
enjoy.

Training

Sponsored by the National Association of Town Watch, this 32nd annual National Night Out was
celebrated across the country on August 4. NATW is a nonprofit crime prevention organization that
works in cooperation with thousands of crime watch groups and law enforcement agencies throughout the country. Since 1981, NATW has been dedicated to developing, growing and maintaining
organized crime and drug prevention programs nationwide.
-from Twin City Times on-line
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Public Works
DIRECTOR’S
COMMENTS

David Jones, Director

What great summer weather! We are not going to complain
about heat and humidity this year after the long cold winter we
had! Here is just a sample of what Public Works had going
during the month:

Street/Road & Sidewalk
Improvement Projects



The Landscape crew continued planting and
weeding for flower beds at 13 locations
throughout the city;

Crews completed the following workload:


Storm drain repairs were completed in 12
areas including culvert, catch-basin, and
manhole repairs and cave-ins;



Removed a tree knocked down by a storm
on the greenway and repaired the adjacent
fence;



Catch basin cleaning continues with the
Vac-All truck out every day to meet
regulatory requirements;





Street paving work continued with Old
Greene Rd, Montello St, Pauline St, South
Labbe Ave, and Hilltop Ave receiving
attention;

Roadside mowing ended with equipment
issues and then our summer help leaving
along with a full-time employee being out
due to a medical issue;



Athletic fields mowing, grooming, litter
pickup, and lining for games continued on a
daily basis;



Excavated the foundation for the art
sculpture in a downtown vacant lot along
Lisbon St;



Removed old playground equipment and
installed 200 CY of new mulch with assistance from volunteers from Casella Waste;



Completed all the set-up and take-down for
the Great Falls Balloon Festival (see photo);



Litter vacs operated daily in the downtown
area stopped at the end of July due to
employee reductions;



Responded to 225 Dig Safe stormwater
piping location requests;



Miscellaneous services provided included
delivering tables, chairs, trash cans, etc. for
National Night Out, cleaned Dufresne Plaza
fountain, installed eye wash at the pool
house, mowed the Reservoir Ave detention
pond, and repaired benches at Ricker Park
(see photo on the next page);

Crews Preparing for the GFBF



Installed two new park benches at Paradis
Park and repaired the concrete steps in the
alley near Mother India that goes between
Lisbon and Park St;



Tree removal and pruning was completed at
11 locations and crews planted 11 new trees
in the city;
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Cleaning Dufresne Plaza Fountain



Sent five highway workers to training on
Uniform Traffic Control Devices;



Crews filled in 17 times to address personnel
needs at the Solid Waste facility;

Contracted projects status update:


Street Maintenance Paving – three streets
were cold planed and nearly 900 tons of
asphalt was placed on five different streets
during the month: (Montello St, Old Greene
Rd, South Labbe Ave, Pauline Ave & Hilltop
Ave). In addition, water trenches on Barron
St and Germaine St were paved with an
additional 300+ tons of asphalt. Total placed
for the month was more than 1,200 tons;



The Main Street MDOT project between
Memorial Ave to Stetson Rd (0.57 mile) with
replacement of Stetson Bridge continued.
Issues with the sheet piling resulted in a
temporary bridge being installed and will
likely delay completion of the project until
November;



The Lisbon Street MDOT project, which
repaved Lisbon St (Westminster St to
Strawberry Patch Rd) continued. Work on
the ramps to Plourde Parkway and
Commercial St remain along with some
striping and signal work;



The Pond Road Rehab was completed with
more than 1,100 tons of asphalt being
placed in July;



The Park St Rehab project was awarded to
J. Pratt Construction Co. Construction is
expected to begin in September and be
completed by November;



MTA Bridge and Mainline Improvements to
the Lewiston Interchange project continues
with CPM Constructors continuing with
abutments being placed for the new bridge
for the south-bound lanes;



Design is just starting on the MDOT/FHWA
approved Bartlett St (East Ave to College St)
project, which will include road rehab and
pedestrian improvements on this important
roadway;



The Hart Brook Water Quality Restoration
project in the Lewiston Industrial Park is now
completed;





Oxford Street Rehabilitation was awarded to
C.H. Stevenson. The project involves new
pavement, curb, and sidewalk between Cedar
and Beech St and is expected to be
completed by November;

The 2nd phase of the Sabattus Street Traffic
Signal project was advertised. Construction
is expected to be completed in the winter/
spring of 2016;



The field work for the pavement management
program continues. This will help prioritize
street paving. The project includes software



Lisbon Street Rehab (Chestnut to Main St)
project was approved by MDOT but was
delayed to spring 2016, such that the work
can be completed in one construction
season;



The Riverfront Amphitheater and River
Access is nearly complete with only lighting
remaining; there’s a delay in lamp delivery
until September. The new water access area
in the park was used during the Great Falls
Balloon Festival (see photo right);
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Installation and ties in with GIS and physical
classification of the streets. The result will be a
method to manage, plan, and prioritize street
maintenance annually.

 Cure-in-place Sewer Lining - Insituform

Technologies will be here for all of
September installing liners on the Hart Brook
cross-country interceptor, Leavitt Ave,
Lemont Ave and outer Main St. An additional 1,630’ of 24”pipe was added to the
contract on Lisbon St near Pleasant St.
Completion of the entire 12,000’ of lining is
scheduled for mid-October;
 Replacement of the River Rd Sewer Pump

Water, Sewer, and Stormwater
Construction projects and studies update:
 The 2015 Sewer Condition Assessment con-

tract with Ted Berry Co. continues and will
inspect ~146,000 LF of sewer pipes and
nearly 700 manholes. Work is expected to be
complete this fall;
 The North Temple Storm Drain project is

currently being advertised. The project will
replace a failed and under sized storm drain
off North Temple St;
 North Lisbon Road Storm Drain project –

Stations – The pre-packaged pump stations
are being constructed in Wisconsin. The
installation portion of the project will begin by
early November;
 Hart Brook Sewer Repair – The City

submitted a plan and NRPA permitting
application for repair of the erosion problems
in Hart Brook near Goddard Rd. We are
working with the Maine Turnpike Authority to
repair the erosion around the sewer main
and their box culvert. Construction will occur
this fall as soon as we obtain the needed
permits from Maine DEP; (see photo below)
Hart Brook Sewer Exposed from Erosion

survey work is complete, replacing a failed
system currently located off-road. Design will
be completed this winter for construction next
spring/summer;
 The annual MS4 General Stormwater permit

is being prepared and will be submitted to
Maine DEP in September;
 The 2015 Water Main Replacement -

St Laurent and Son completed the final details
of this project;
 Sabattus St Water Main Replacement (Old

Greene to North Temple) – St Laurent & Sons
is maintaining one lane of traffic in each direction while replacing the old 10” main with a
new 12” ductile iron pipe. The project is
expected to be complete by November;
 We continued work for the Clean Water Act

Master Plan (CWAMP) efforts and submitted
the final 15-year report in July. The report
identifies follow-on work for the next 5-year
period including some additional separation
and inflow reductions;

 Dumont Ave Water & Sewer Replacement is

being advertised. Construction may begin
either late this fall or next spring;
 Sunnyside Area Sewer Separation – survey

work is complete for sewer/storm separation
on Spring St, Summer St, Winter St,
Bridge St and Holland St. Design work will
be completed this fall for bidding this winter;

20

 The Jepson Brook Study evaluated the

capacity of the drainage channel and pipes
and identified ~$4 million in maintenance and
improvements which would eliminate flooding
that occasionally occurs. Projects will be
developed and included in the LCIP;



Solid Waste Division


Work performed by the Water & Sewer crews:


Crews continue daily water meter readings
and the meter program.

Tons of demolition waste brought to the
Facility by ReEnergy for disposal in
Lewiston’s Secure Landfill:

This was the first month in a long time that
there were no water main or service leaks!

5,107 tons

August 2015



Responded to 27 customer concerns, with all
but 6 completed;

15,432 tons

Year‐to‐Date



Responded to 3 sewer back-ups;



Responded to 191 DIG SAFE requests for
water and sewer main locates;



Completed installation - 1,200’ of new 8”
water main and services on Barron Ave and
Germaine St and the paving was completed;





Scale weights for Casella’s inbound Single
Stream material – 101 tickets.

Building Maintenance

Crews dewatered, cleaned, chlorinated and
put back in service the 2nd tank at Webber
Ave reservoir;

 The crew responded to ~15 customer

Crews spent much of the month adjusting
water main gate valve boxes and manholes
for paving on several streets;

 Small projects are planned including



Installed a 6” bypass on Main St to serve
~300 homes while water needed to be shut to
replace the pipe under the Stetson Brook
Bridge on Main St;



The crew is also working with St Laurent &
Son who are replacing the old 10” water main
on Sabattus St with a 12” ductile iron pipe.
This has been an area with numerous breaks
and the replacement of the old pipe will be
phased over 3-4 construction seasons;



Continued working with Ted Berry Co. for the
sewer line cleaning, video and
inspection;



Crews kept up with mowing and trash pick-up
around all utility grounds including the boat
launch and rest areas around Lake Auburn,
two reservoir properties, water pumping and
sewer lift stations and the Hydro facility;





Crews continue to progress on the water
valve program, along with the sewer flushing
program;

concerns per month addressing building
related issues;
replacing the roof on the Solid Waste scale
house, repairing damaged roofing over the
entry to the Highway Division entrance,
addressing weather damage to several
window sills at City Hall and several projects
at the parking garages before winter including
installation of circulation fans for two electrical
rooms;
 The Armory exterior rehabilitation project is

well underway and completion is expected in
mid-September;
 Preliminary design work on the City Hall

second floor rehabilitation project, the PW
truck wash facility and the wayfinding signs
for the five parking garages has begun.

Recrea-

tion

Divi-

sion
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Recreation Programs:
Camp Smiles says thank you to Jon Elie for
creating our wood cookies! The cookies were
used as part of a reward system for campers
throughout the summer. Campers, CITs, and
counselors are shown below proudly displaying
their necklaces. The last day of camp was a
“fun day” including a water balloon battle!

British Challenger Soccer held a Soccer Camp
at LAP in August. Pictured below are some of the
participants as well as coaches Lain and Ethan.

Youth Tennis wrapped up in August! Coach
Scott Gagne can be seen below putting the
players through their paces!

Summer Track finished with a record setting
4x100 meter relay pictured below. They set a
new state record for 9-10 year old division for
the event. Their time of 62.2 broke the old
record set back in 1986 by the Twin K Track
Club of Kennebunk.

Lewiston Senior Citizens were welcomed back
on August 31st with a luncheon and Bingo day!
Upcoming September Events:
EID Prayer will be held in late September
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Upcoming Fall Programs:
Registration is now open for Field Hockey,
Soccer, Mixed Doubles and Men’s/Women’s
Tennis. Fall Ball (softball) teams will be meeting
this month as their season begins.
The Lewiston Senior Citizen’s Cribbage League
.
begins
as well.
New Programs:
 A Red Cross Babysitter Training course

for ages 11-15 will be held on Saturday,
September 19 from 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM.
Course fee is $100. (more info to right)

Babysitting
The American Red Cross is the na on’s leader in
babysi er training and will prepare you to be
the best si er in your neighborhood. In fact, 8
in 10 surveyed parents said they would pay
more for a trained babysi er who is cer fied by
the Red Cross. Start your babysi ng business
on the right foot and learn how to be a safe,
professional and reliable si er. You can also opt
to get cer fied in First Aid and CPR/AED (good
for two years).
WHAT IS PICKLEBALL?

 Indoor (Adult) Pickle Ball for ages 40+ will

be held on Mondays at the Lewiston Armory,
Tuesdays and Thursdays in Auburn at the
Hasty Community Center. There is a $2
drop-in free for L/A residents. (see pic right)
 Toddler Gym will begin September 9th from

2:00 - 4:00 PM on Wednesdays and Fridays.
Bring your child ages 5 and under to play
with equipment and toys in the spacious
gym. $3 for Lewiston families.
Looking Ahead:
Summer is coming to a close, but there is still
plenty to do! The Rec Division is offering
Golf Around Maine discount cards.

Check out the new RECREATION
PROGRAM GUIDE for Fall/Winter
2015‐16
h p://www.lewistonmaine.gov/
DocumentCenter/View/5710

Training
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Central Fire Station Pavement Resurfacing
Public Works included in its annual street rehabilitation program for FY 2016 a project to resurface
and repair all the paved areas around the Central Fire Station. Poirier and Son of Lewiston was
awarded the contract for the program and completed the fire station project first. The work included
repaving all the driveways, parking areas, and walkways. Where necessary, pavement was completely removed or ground out to provide a good base for the new pavement and adequate load
bearing for the trucks. The project was completed with the minimal disruption to the Fire Department,
sooner than planned and under budget.
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Wellness Informa on & Updates

PADDLE AFTER HOURS
FRIDAY, AUGUST 6TH

A WELLNESS / SCAVENGER HUNT
ACTIVITY IN CONJUNCTION WITH A.L.T.

OTHER SCAVENGER HUNT ACTIVITIES TO PARTICIPATE IN
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HEALTHY FOOD AND SNACKS
L

S

M

P

R

Q

B

Y

S

W

G

P

S

I

Q

W

U

L

Q

O

E

O

A

H

U

T

Y

E

A

W

N

O

V

B

C

G

B

O

N

I

M

G

N

A

U

H

C

K

F

U

P

L

M

P

A

I

M

D

V

R

S

S

P

R

C

E

Z

B

U

T

N

H

U

K

Y

N

U

T

Z

W

A

G

C

P

C

Z

A

M

H

V

A

O

C

H

T

N

S

A

I

M

U

X

J

O

J

E

C

E

A

U

U

F

A

J

B

B

C

P

E

E

B

A

L

M

R

T

M

U

I

D

O

S

W

O

L

T

S

N

C

K

B

N

U

T

S

Z

K

D

T

U

Z

O

Y

X

E

U

N

O

S

U

G

A

R

F

H

M

U

D

G

Y

T

R

F

T

J

C

P

O

A

V

W

P

I

E

M

T

T

K

F

O

Z

T

W

L

G

P

A

I

T

V

E

E

O

V

T

O

R

R

A

C

G

B

U

Z

H

R

F

A

R

O

A

U

V

Q

P

AVACADO

WHOLE WHEAT

TOFU

PEAR

CARROT

BANANA

YOGURT

TURKEY

HUMMUS

COUSCOUS

BEANS

NUTS

LOW SODIUM

CUCUMBER

SOUP

PEANUT BUTTER

NO SUGAR
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